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Open letter to delegates from Wenzhou, China visiting the
Bega Valley Shire, 25" November 2013 from Bega Valley Shire
Councillor, Keith Hughes.

Dear Delegate

Welcome to the Bega Valley Shire. | sincerely hope that your visit is enjoyable and
useful.

This afternoon you are scheduled to visit the South East Fibre Exports woodchip mill
at Eden. | would like to provide you with some background information about the
woodchipping industry.

The Eden woodchip mill is Australia’s oldest native forest woodchip mill. Since it was
established over 40 years ago it has been highly controversial and very unpopular.

It is unpopular for many reasons:

1. Intensive logging kills and injures native birds and animals, many of which
have suffered serious declines in population after decades of logging. It
destroys their homes, shelter and food. Many of these are the animals you
will see on your visit to Potoroo Palace today.Logging to supply the chipmill
harms soil, water supplies and rainfall in the Bega Valley region.

2. Regrowth forest is denser and consists of smaller trees of even age and
height. This makes bushfires more likely and adds to the danger of living in
the region.

3. The woodchipping industry is heavily subsidised by taxpayers of Australia and
the state of New South Wales.

4. Very large carbon emissions from native forest logging make climate change
worse.

Paper mills in the Wenzhou which may be considering buying hardwood chips should

be aware:

1. Native forest woodchips from this region are poor quality. They are made up
of many different kinds of eucalypt — of varying age, species and colour. They
are usually darker than plantation chips so need more chemicals to process
and have more defects.

2. South East Fibre Exports has made serious financial losses in each of the
past 2 years and cannot be considered a reliable supplier.

3. Paper mills would be better off establishing a relationship with Australian
plantation woodchip producers.

If you or your colleagues wish to know more about any of these matters please
contact me. For further information, see: http://www.chipstop.savetheforests.org.au/

or http://www.serca.org.au/

While | do not speak for the whole of the Bega Valley Shire Council on these matters,
| do speak for a very large number of Bega Valley Shire residents.

Yours sincerely

Keith Hughes



